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First Step for a Great Finish is Surface 

Preparation 
 

The first step in any finishing cycle is to start with a clean surface.  Yet at least 75% of process 

rejects can be traced to failures in surface preparation.  Poor cleaning manifests itself in the form 

of poor adhesion (of plating, paint, chromate, phosphate, etc.) deposit hazes and clouds, all of 

which qualify as culprits in reducing quality, increasing costly rejects and negatively impacting 

production schedules. 

 

Here are the top 3 steps for successful surface preparation. 
 

1. Preliminary Evaluation  

 

¶ Suppliers provide liquid and powder cleaners that have been developed to remove 
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